THE INFLUENCE OF THE ENVIRONMENT                    29!

girl when she went to the front carrying gifts for the soldiers. She
felt no physical urge to do this, but it gave her a kind of easy, con-
flictless pleasure that did not place any responsibilities upon her. If
she had sold herself like a prostitute, or been raped, it would have been
another matter. But as she acted of her own volition and these acts
pleased her at the moment, the matter, in her opinion, is com-
pletely outside the field of any moral judgment. Genia advances
the typical argument that we so frequently hear from modern
adolescent girls: "If I were a twenty-year-old young man and had
sexual intercourse with women at the front, would anyone object to
it?"

Has she not the same rights as a man? Has she ever been unaware
of her duty to society? Has she ever forgotten her responsibilities
to the party? And is this not the only yard-stick and moral criterion?
With whom and with how many men she has sexual intercourse is a
minor matter. True, she is pregnant and thinks it advisable not to
bring children into the world in this period of struggle. The new law
permits abortions. Genia feels free of guilt at the very bottom of her
heart. It does not occur to her that her mother is suffering, that
Andrey (Comrade R.) may become unbalanced, that a pregnancy
has psychologic significance. She evaluates all human relationships
from the point of view of economic property rights and considers it
wrong to claim private property rights in love relationships.

Olga still tries to stress the intensity of her love and suffering as
factors that justify her indignation; but for Genia neither love nor
suffering, neither happiness nor repentance is involved. She has the
calm conviction that she is entitled to take her pleasure whenever
she pleases. She does not display a trace of warmth, nor the most
elementary consideration for another human being. Actually the
passive Andrey for her is nothing but a male. Her liaison with him is
an accidental product of the one-room apartment, and in his weak-
ness he is an object of her protective care. As for her other lover9
Abrasha, she does not love him either, but he has a certain power
over her, she must obey him, she cannot do otherwise; and his
attraction for her lies in the fact that she feels she must submit to
his will!

According to Genia's own words> however, she is not as incapable
of feeling as she seems. She loves her mother after a fashion and
suffers when she discovers that Olga is so "reactionary/* She also
loves men in her own way: for instance, Lenin, for whom she would
even sacrifice her life. She also loves Comrade Gerasim, the party
secretary, with whom she has no personal relations aind who 15 her